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writing systems
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Chinese pictographs

Development of ‘horse’ pictograph

Modern character ‘horse’

Simplified character now 
used in mainland China

Chinese abstract ideographs

Semantic-phonetic compounds

女+馬=媽
nu(3) + ma(3) = ma(1)
MEANING SOUND
woman horse = mother

Semantic-phonetic compounds

Word           Gloss Semantic element

瑪 /mă/ ‘agate’ 玉 ‘gem’

碼 /mă/ ‘weights’ 石 ‘stone’

螞 /mă/ ‘grasshopper’ 虫 ‘insect, reptile’

罵 /mà/ ‘scold’ 口 ‘mouth’ (twice)
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Semantic-semantic compounds

好=女+子
安=宀+女
家=宀+豕
男=力+田

good =
woman + son
peace =
roof + woman
home =
roof + pig
male =
strength + field

Semantic-semantic compounds

明=日+月
休=人+木
林=木+木
森=木+林

bright =
sun + moon
rest =
person + tree
grove =
tree + tree
forest =
tree + grove

Japanese Kana examples

a

ku

ke

ko

ア from 阿あ from 安

ク from 久く from  久

ケ from 介け from  計

コ from 己こ from 己

KatakanaHiragana

Japanese katakana Japanese katakana

[f(u)][a]   [i]  [n]  [d(e)][i] [n] [gu]
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Japanese mixed system Japanese mixed system

ちなみに、
chi.na.mi.ni,

僕の帽子は
bo.ku-no bō.shi-wa

ハコフグで〜す。
ha.ko- fu.gu de:.su.

By-the-way,
hat-of me-TOPIC
box-fugu (boxfish) is.

blue: hiragana
purple: Chinese characters
pink: katakana
black: punctuation

Boxfish (a type of fugu fish) Borrowed words in katakana

Coca-Cola trademark registration Spencerian script

©1880
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Korean is essentially phonemic

Korean spelled using alphabetic 
characters grouped into syllables
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The Ancient Middle East

Rosetta Stone

Rosetta Stone hieroglyphics
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Rosetta Stone hieroglyphics Name in a cartouche
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Forms of Old Egyptian Hieroglyphic writing direction varies

Cuneiform (about 3000 BC)

Sumerian
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Assyrian tribute list

Assyrian: Epic of Gilgamesh Ugaritic

Linear B (Crete) Linear A (Crete)
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Egyptian origins of Semitic writing

Greek alphabet (first with vowels) Russian alphabet

Boustrophedon writing order
(Greek example)

“Hittite” Hieroglyphics
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Arabic writing usually writes only 
consonants (connected forms)

Ducharme’s brochure (wrong)

Ducharme’s Website (correct) Mayan numbers
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Mayan hieroglyphs

Cree syllabics (Canadian)

Inuktitut stop sign
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