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Chinese pictographs

early ﬁ g? (0] D

modern /\ 'k‘ E] }:]
/rén/ /ntt/ 13/ /yue/
‘man’ ‘woman’ ‘sun’ ‘moon’

Development of ‘horse’ pictograph

ER SR
AN ]

% ; i Simplified character now
used in mainland China

Chinese abstract ideographs

early

modern —_ E ‘F
1yi/ Jer/ /san/ /shang/ /xia/
‘one” ‘two’ ‘three’ ‘above’ ‘below”

Semantic-phonetic compounds

? _I—JT:_‘\[:U:t[‘%

nu(3) + ma(3) = ma(l)
MEANING SOUND
woman horse = mother

Semantic-phonetic compounds

Word Gloss Semantic element

P2 —t

—a

_\‘_J‘ /mi/ ‘agate’ > ‘gemy’

s
W /mi/ ‘grasshoppet’ | [J ‘insect, reptile’

,E\J /ma/ ‘scold’

"
- -

am -
ﬁﬁ;} /mi/ ‘weights’ L I ‘stone’

l: [ ‘mouth’ (twice)




Semantic-semantic compounds

Yo

D=4

FK=rl+ ¥
pi="1+F

good =
woman + son
peace =

roof + woman
home =

roof + pig
male =
strength + field

Semantic-semantic compounds

[ 1+
(
Rt
Aot

bright =

sun + moon
rest =

person + tree
grove =

tree + tree
forest =

tree + grove

Japanese Kana examples

Hiragana

Katakana

ko

v: from E,

— from E.

ke

(-j— from E‘I_

/7- from ﬁ

ku

< from R

7 from a

% from f

7 from BE_[

Japanese katakana

Japanese katakana

151

[f(w]fal [i] [n] [d(e)]E] [n] [gu]




Japanese mixed system

Japanese mixed system
By-the-way,
hat-of me-TOPIC

- boxfugn (boxfish) is.
chi.na.mi.ni, blue: hiragana

U = purple: Chinese characters
E pink: katakana

bo.ku-no bo.shi-wa black: punctuation

INTA DT~

ha.ko- fu.gu de:.su.

Boxfish (a type of fugu fish)

Borrowed words in katakana

Coca-Cola trademark registration

Spencerian script

C‘M%V%%ww%@%

©1880




HOW TO SIT AT THE DESK

HOW TO HOLD YOUR PEN.

Korean is essentially phonemic

oRETe

zoial <m> dental <s> alveolar <n> velar <k> glottal

Korean spelled using alphabetic
characters grouped into syllables

A x xE 2R N A& 2 £ F
ko no to ro mo po so o cho chho
I E ¥ 3 Om E ®B X E
kho tho pho ho ko ’to ’po ’so ’cho

EREn | | | —
2 [ya e |veo]| o |yo | u |y |ewl] i
Al A AE|AA |2t T A2
Cl o afaladla|=]=][v]+][=]n
© d e | ek | o | e Ele |5 |%F]=|4d
ek |d |dj2 |2 |F|F]|2[3
ofm (e oA |22 F]F |2
B v | oF [ [ |2 [u ]2
Halslala|ajA|z]«|+|+]=]A
o [ % |of ok || |2 |a|s (%]
T=Ti (= |[=|A|alz|z|%]|7]|=]=
X | A | & |A | #8225 |%][2]A
El X 7k | 7| A # EA Z|lF|F| =27
el e et ||| =B | % | %25 ¥
= e | |t |n|alz]e[x]5]=]2
Tln s |d |8 |2 |E[F[F ][54
v F A A xomoT o L
ka kya ko kyo ko kyo ku kyu ku
A4 A A A A #H A s
ki ke kye ke kye ko ki kwi kwa
H s 4

kwo kwe kwe

P N S S -
kak kan kat kal kam kap kat kang kat
I
kat kat kap ka' kak kap kat




The Ancient Middle East
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BABYLONIA

salem
Raset;
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" e { -
*Dil S .
» Nippur Memphisa
MOAB SUMER 7
e
»El-Kerak
— [ 0 eb-Amama

Rosetta Stone

Rosetta Stone hieroglyphics

IAVERY0F
SEATRFE N
(TR v

I




Rosetta Stone hieroglyphics

WMQ;QA\IH‘*{;S@P/IIKQ*
JUER S FTIERD SEA M PEEI=RA

umnm'r"’ ORI CITES - ST R E TN I AT

Name in a cartouche

Cncaﬂ 2a c::QQﬂj]

PTO L M YS

PTOL M Y S
Da@.ﬂbcqqn

2420090 Nes = B
o p .

= Cleopatra

k L e t T

' L k SE m T R s = Alexander

g = 8 =2 =
B
K = b s
é?W\:MD%fIﬁ
LR

oid

(=3 \¥

HieroGLYPHICS. Ancient Egyptian ideograms estab-
lished in the 31st century B.c. One of the oldest
writing systems. (Wallis)

ZoiSn % I BLWE
HICy3F ¢ Wizt
KSLS/ABIT LI 4D
1SRRI
") .g@ﬁ"@ﬁ CE,,.,;L

HierATICS. A cursive style of hieroglyphic used by
priests in the ancient Egyptian Empire. (Gilyarevsky)

v wftp Lo emse B Sn [o Jiea
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Demotic. A more cursive style than Hieratic, used
by the common people of the ancient Egyptian Em-
pire. (Gilyarevsky)




Forms of Old Egyptian

BIAIMARNG 6 W
Vi I et 20
NN -"-v"‘ll'&(;.:‘:)
—2- e b

BRGNS
Mg M v L
——— BEHE

Hieroglyphic writing direction varies
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Cuneiform (about 3000 BC)
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Sumerian

SUMERIAN PICTOGRAMS. The oldest human writing
was invented in Mesopotamia about the 32nd century

B.C. (Sugi)

]

%E:ﬁ[?@%z %V
AR e S
LI SR
Hisliceins

Code of Laws from the 18th century B.c. It show
the writing of the ancient Babylonian Empire. (Sug

W
MR T




FF B ¥ 2PTATE < AT oy ian tribute list
VG TIT 17 174 TPt AlT Ve Assyri
e CARLTE/ WANAR A St 23
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ASSYRIAN CUNEIFORM SCRIPT. Writing from the
ancient Assyrian Empire. It is essentially the same as
Babylonian cuneiform script.  (Sugi)

Assyrian: Epic of Gilgamesh Ugaritic
ok - ML -7

Qnmwfw:yﬂb»
E;»,,.ﬁ.m»»—-(-m»
&<y > o 17 JL F7 F7 oo
T o Jp 52 als JL ok
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UGARITIC CUNEIFORM SCRIPT. Cuneiform alphabet
discovered at Ras Shamrah in North Syria. Dated
around the 15th century B.c. (Ichikawa)

Linear A (Crete)

Linear B (Crete)




Egyptian origins of Semitic writing

Egyptian Sinai  Early Name of letter
hieroglyphic script Semitic

e 7aleph ‘ox’
bet ‘house’

waw ‘hook’
kaph ‘open hand’
mem ‘water’

nahas ‘snake’

Sajin ‘eye’

‘o 2 ix Lo

rees of Semitic letters according o

Amharic

South Syriac

Semitic

Arabic

Aramaic New Hebrew

Many local Aramaic scripts

Pheenician Indian scripts

Proto-Canaanite
Old Hebrew Samaritan

Etruscan Roman

Coptic

Armenian
[ Mod. Greek

Slavic

Georgian
Gothic

OLD 1600 1400 1200 1000 800 600 400 200 O 200 400 600 800 1000 NEW

Greek alphabet (first with vowels)

CAPITAL A B I' 4 E 7 H 6
SMALL a B 7r o e L 7 4
PHON. a v gy d e z i s
I K 4 M N &8 O @1
¢ r A u v 13 o
i kI m n ks o p
P X T T O X ¥ 9
pos T v by ¢ @
rosz t i f x ps o

Russian alphabet

b x 4 vt ow oy
f ox ts ch sh shch

ROMAN: CAPITAL ABBTI IE EXS3
SMALL a 6Br aeé K3
ITALIC: CAPITAL AB BI' I EEXKS3
SMALL a6 6 2 0 e & o3
PHONETIC VALUE a b v g dyyo j z
M HUKJIMHOINPCTY
H K J M HO T pececTy
H HKJIMHOINDPCTY
u @& K a4 M H On pCcmy
i i kI m n o ros ot ou

e X U YU U bbbl bdi0sd
b x mowom ow b B b IO A

@ X UYMW D bbb 20T

5 46 9 0 n

4 - e yuya

Boustrophedon writing order
( Greek example)

Aa AT A wss:x
TUN/\PANWWA O

“Hittite” Hieroglyphics
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TYTI K gy X fog £
71":1‘?51“\\0‘797m“v4i
9™ 11797171191 ik
i 71 119194 e5 0" T 4
phebgipngsy 1ty

PHOENICIAN SCRIPT. The writing of ancient Phoe-
nicia consisted of twenty-two letters and was the
basis of Western alphabets. (Gelb)

B NI
Péﬁf“ﬁ%ﬁ T2 irﬁ?ﬁ}
T8 AR J
WM@%&ZM
b L e 200 d PR

ARAMAIC SCRIPT. Aram was a state in ancient Syria.
This writing was the basis of Eastern alphabets.
(Kato)

Arabic writing usually writes only
consonants (connected forms)

- - s s
Pt -~ or s

C: ............ & t ?

GoveereRenenns & g
[ T N L] [GL R
P - @ q gf

dzgf J;,fkkf

- - -

Ducharme’s brochure (wrong)

\\_“.;P\ <
sogd ge o pasd o30d, roed dpde gds
ssd.\dl cold Qo S.\é{J\ Ioias e el 3 e
2gd) sw0=0 e dudr o 1od zas gedl s oS se
g o dadousedl s sualz dd

Ducharme’s Website (correct)

@4
cn LaS Jada Jas (8 Ll gl ey
Uity sy ules Aailiag p gl g
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el ) g gl Gl s 20 g
uliiasall g o gall laa

Ukl 5o i)

Mayan numbers

[SenisnN L] [ o LN (XX Y]
1 2 3

L] [ ) L] LN ) LXXT]
5 6 8

L] L] [ ] L ) (X1 1)
10 il 13 4

L] L] [ ) LN L XX
15 16 18
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Mayan hieroglyphs

—thok/ ‘knot’

Jsih/ *be born’ Ik‘an/ i
- alleny, — —/chitam/ ‘peccary’
i precious’ i
/ ma
phonetic complement phonetic complement
redundant /i/ redundant /a/

Figure 12.8 The verb and subject of Text $13-17 (from Dr. Merle Greene Robertson,

The Sculpture of Palenque, Vol. IV, $13/17 (including R14-R17). Princeton: Princcton

University Press, 1991. © 1976 by Merle Greene Robertson. Reproduced with permission)
R16 S16

__— /hun/ ‘bark cloth’

fiwal/ — /sak/ ‘white”

‘and then”

7 tie’

/tuba/ ‘on him”

Figure 12.9 The second verbal phrase of Text $13-17 (from Dr. Merle Greene
Robertson, The Sculpture of Palengue, Vol. IV, $13/17 (including R14-R17). Princeton:
Princeton Universiy Press, 1991. © 1976 by Merle Greene Robertson. Reproduced with
permission)

Cree syllabics (Canadian)

Table 13,4 The symbols of Cree

Final

A i o a
West

o v Iy > <

P v A > < '

. U n > c .

< 1 r J L -

K q 3 d b .

m bl r a L .

n o o o a >

s S 3 Pl N N

I 1 5 ~ w -

w v A ES a

i “ ~ < > .

1 - - > < :

. v ~ ? S 3

h

East

Inuktitut stop sign

11
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