History of
writing systems

LIN 3130 A
December 1, 2005

Chinese pictographs
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Development of ‘horse’ pictograph
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Semantic-phonetic compounds
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nu(3) + ma(3) = ma(l)
MEANING SOUND
woman horse = mother

Semantic-phonetic compounds

Word Gloss Semantic element
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W /mi/ ‘agate’ > ‘gem’
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W /mi/ ‘grasshoppet’ | [J ‘insect, reptile’
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ﬁﬁ;f /mi/ ‘weights’ L I ‘stone’
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Fng /ma/ ‘scold’ l: ‘mouth’ (twice)




Semantic-semantic compounds

- ;7 good =

+ ::b +_J woman + son
= R I peace =
i = [ +? roof + woman
L » _ home =
%‘::'—[ '+Z\ roof + pig

! _ . male =
‘F/J = } J + E I strength + field

Semantic-semantic compounds
bright =
FIEJ: E I + EJ sun + moon
s i rest =
I7I§ = +7T\ person + tree
grove =
;| ;l :71\ +7T\ tree + tree
forest =
7(*7'(:71\ -l-;l ;l tree + grove

Japanese Kana examples

Hiragana Katakana

ko — from E, — from Eu

ke (-j— from E‘I_ /7- from ﬁ

ku < from R 7 from a

a % from f 7 from BE_[

Japanese katakana

Japanese katakana
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[f(w]fal [i] [n] [d(e)]E] [n] [gu]




Japanese mixed system

[

Japanese mixed system
By-the-way,
hat-of me-TOPIC
- boxfugn (boxfish) is.
Chl'na'ml'nl’ blue: hiragana
U = purple: Chinese characters
E pink: katakana

bo.ku-no bo.shi-wa black: punctuation

INTA DT~

ha.ko- fu.gu de:.su.

Boxfish (a type of fugu fish)

Borrowed words in katakana

Coca-Cola trademark registration

Spencerian script

SPENCERIAN SCRIFT.
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HOW TO HOLD YOUR PEN

HOW TE 8IT AT THE DESK

Korean is essentially phonemic
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dental <e>

ahveolar <n> velar <k gloatal

Korean spelled using alphabetic
characters grouped into syllables
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The Ancient Middle East
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Rosetta Stone

Rosetta Stone hieroglyphics
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Rosetta Stone hieroglyphics
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Name in a cartouche
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HieroGLYPHICS. Ancient Egyptian ideograms estab-
lished in the 31st century B.C. One of the oldest
writing systems. (Wallis)
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HieraTics. A cursive style of hieroglyphic used by
priests in the ancient Egyptian Empire. (Gilyarevsky)
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Demotic. A more cursive style than Hieratic, used
by the common people of the ancient Egyptian Em-
pire. {Gilvarevsky)




Forms of Old Egyptian
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Hieroglyphic writing direction varies
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Cuneiform (about 3000 BC)
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Sumerian

SuMERIAN PICTOORAMS, The oldest human writing
was invented in Mesopotamia about the 32nd century
Be. (Sugi)
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BABYLONIAN CUNEIFORM SCRIPT. Part of Hammurabi
Code of Laws from the 18th century B.c. It show
the writing of the ancient Babylonian Empire. (Sug
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Asswum CUNEIFORM  SCRIPT. Wrmng rrom lhe
ancient Assyrian Empire. It is essentially the same as
Babylonian cuneiform seript.  (Sugi)

Assyrian tribute list

Assyrian: Epic of Gilgamesh

Ugaritic
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Usanmie cummtForM scrirr.  Cunciform alphabet

discovered at Ras Shamrah in North Syria. Dated
around the 15th century m.c.  (Ichikawa)

Linear B (Crete)

Linear A (Crete)




Egyptian origins of Semitic writing

Egyptian Sinai Early Mame of letter
hieroglyphic script Semitic

2 2 alepher

. d ] 4 bet house’
Y Y ~ waw ook
%, A4 kaph ‘apen hand’
_— - w mem “water'
| 1, “ nahas ‘snake’
o _ Qo Sajin ‘cye’
1916

Amharic

Syviac

Many local Aramaic scripts

Incian scripts

Proto-Canaanite

K Ol Hebeew Samaritan

Etruscan Roman

Coptic

Armenian
[ Mod. Greek

OLD 1600 1400 1200 1000 BOD 600 400 200 O

200 400 600 BO0 1000 NEW

Greek alphabet (first with vowels)

CAPITAL A B T 4 E 7 H 6
SMALL a B 7r o e L 7 4
PHON. a v gy d e z i s
I K 4 M N &8 O @1
¢ r A u v 13 o
i kI m n ks o p
P X T T O X ¥ 9
P os T v 9 1 ¢ o
rosz t i f x ps o

Russian alphabet

Roatan: CAPITAL ABBT I1EEXKS?S3
SMALL a 6eoroae 3
ITALIC: CAPITAL A6 BT 3
SMALL g 0 & ¥
PHONITIC VALUE a b v g dpr iz

HHKIMHONDPCT Y
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W R KA M HORBpPpCTY
HAKXKIMHOODPCT Y
@ @ K4 M KR On pemy
i i k0 m w0 por o

XU YwuwbBbeBS WA
doxowowom oW b MBI W oA
Xdowwm s s3I0
X WY oW PN b S oW
x t5 ch sk shek - ui ¢ yu ya

Boustrophedon writing order
(Greek example)
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“Hittite” Hieroglyphics
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PuoeniciaN scripT.  The writing of ancient Phoe-
nicia consisted of twenty-two letters and was the
basis of Western alphabets. (Gelb)
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This writing was the basis of Eastern a.]phabets.
(Kato)

Arabic writing usually writes only
consonants (connected forms)
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Ducharme’s brochure (wrong)
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Ducharme’s Website (correct)
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Mayan numbers

s . & e (X1 1]
a 1 2 3
. *® & sewe  ssse
s 6
. ® & esws  ssse
0 n 13 4
. ® & esesw  ssse
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Mayan hieroglyphs

RS
ik T “knot”
fsih! *he bom'
fehitamy ‘peceary’
7hi ~imal
phonetic complement phonetic complemen]
redundant fir redundant fa/

Figure 1.8 The verb and subject of Text $13-17 (from Dr. Merle Greene Robertson,
The Sculptire of Palengue, Vol. IV, S1317 (including R14-R17). Princeton; Princetan
University Press, 1991 © 1976 by Merke Greene Robertson. Reproduced with permission)

RIE Sl6
- fhan! “hark cloth’
fsak “white’

i’

fubal “on him"

Figure 129 The second verbal phrase of Text $13-17 ifrom Dr. Merle Greene
Robertson, The Sou ¢ of Palenque, Vol, IV, S1317 (i ding R14-R17). Princeton:
Iniversity Press, 1991 © 1976 by Merle Greene Robertson, Reproduced with

Cree syllabics (Canadian)
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Inuktitut stop sign
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